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‘cious little to rejoice about 


this year. But at Jeast 1969 
“has brought us one gift to - 
raise a cheer over, in the un- ' 
‘expected form of an anony- . 
mous book called SiMessane ; 
_from Mascow,.” 

“As will be shown, this lite 
‘tle noticed book has far-' 
“reaching political meaning. 
Yet its aim is not political, 

, Its unique virtue, and its 


‘rim, is to tell you what life 


14s really like in the Soviet . 
‘Union. The wisest, most ex-./ 
“perienced American experts °: 
‘agree that in this respect, 
“there. has been nothing ~ 


‘quite Hke “Message from. 
Sfoscow” in the whole aoe ; 


“war period. 

: The author, who. ere 
“himself “Observer,” writes 
“anonyniously because he has’ 
no alternative—except to be- 


tray the huge cast of Rus- .. 
sian friends and acquaint - 


ances he brings vividly to 
dife. He is obviously an intel- 
ligent man, gifted with great;: 2 


-pressing. It overflows: with 


. ee re are’ few! 
Christmas tree, there is pre- - 


passages with richer, truer. 


atmospheric “content - than - 
“Observer's” description of 
escaping with his friends for “ 


skiing weekends .in the 


_ countryside around Moscow. : 


Yet the whole atmosphere '* 
is successfully conveyed.in - 
“one brief paragraph, along .. 
with all this very special at- - 


“mosphere’s very considera: « z 
‘die significance. In short, 


‘this is a first rate hook: ne 
it would still be worth read-” 
“ing if the Soviet Union were - 


“not the other giant pawer,. - 


- which we eeaperalcly, BECO 
‘ to understand, : 
in this second way, oe i 


the’ book is first rate: Butit-! 


must be said that in its po- - 
‘litical aspect, itis deeply de- 


warmth for people ‘of the’ 


‘Soviet Union. It was writ- 
“ten, as well, by a man who". 


“Blar ted out as what may he 
“called an antl-anti-Commiu-' 
“nist. Yet both what it re: " 


} ports and what it implies 


make your hair: stand up on | 


‘human sympathy; ‘and he : w YOUR head, 


‘writes admirably, as. well: 


Everyone who wants to un. 
‘derstand the world we live | 


‘in should buy -and read his" 
"book. 


' IF YOU DO SO, you ‘ein, 
find that its underlying vires 
stues are a strong admiration 
‘and strong affection for the: | 
‘Russian people, The people’ 5. 
joys and sorrows, thelr cae, 
maelty to endure the mast. 
grinding hardship, thelr un- — 
‘quenchable = galety, . their 
lqulet courage, thelr large: 
jess of heart and knack for ' 
aiinple- pieasures—all these 
are celebrated in a manner C 
no reader.can forget. 

This is done, moreover, © 


_. To begin with, “Observer” 
dismisses, as the emptiest of:: 
myths, the whole concept of « 
the eventual “liberalization” 
‘of Soviet society, which is 
now a .standard cliche of . 
American liberalism, The 
‘Russian Uberals-—the Soviet 
JAntellizentsia disenchanted.” 
“wilh the dictatorship—were « 
“the .group in. which “Ob: | 
“server” found all his closest» 
friends, As‘ people, he ob- 
viously lked: them ‘ime: - 


-mensely, 


— Butas a political force, he 
"dismisses them as zero-mi- 
. nus; and he reports, convinc- 
dngly, that this is the way 
they see themselves. They’: 
do not think, and he does 2 


‘One °69 Cite Worth Cheering 


Is ‘Ness sage From. Moscow’ - 


‘not better. And he paints A 
hideous picture of the omni-. 
present and still growing: 
" power of the secret police. 


ONE REASON he believes: 
the liberal one per cent has: 
‘no real future is that the | 
' Russian masses regard this 
‘ alienated but still privileged 
- group as “effete snobs”—to: 
“borrow a recent phrase. To' 
" the, masses, he also attrib- 
“utes the most admirable 
” qualities, but he’ leaves no: 
yoom ‘for doubt ‘about their’ 
" extreme chauvinism. . | 

In these ways, he con-! 
demns as self-delusion the’ 
hopes that Westerners have’ 
gone on cherishing ahout: 
the Soviet Union, even after 
‘the invasion of Czechoslova-: 
“kia, But he does something} 


‘"else as’ well, Indeed the pri- 


mary: political lesson of; 
“Message from Moscow”: is, 
that. iussians find easily tol-; 


“erable”. what Americans: 


could not atnegtnebly toler-i 


Tate, 
| 


This should “not be sur! 
“prising, since Josef Stalin’ 
“literally exterminated. 
“nearly one-eighth of the. 
“whole ‘Soviet population,’ 


without raising a whisper of: 


-pesistance, in the peacetime, 
decade ending in 1930. Yet it, 
“ds grim to think about, to. 
“begin ‘with . because all 
“American. estimates of. a 
sate ‘nuclear balance are’ 
‘squarely - based on the ase 
‘.sumption that the Russians 
" will never tolerate what we 
_ would, find intolerable. - : 
~ Andon system, a chauvin-, 
ile people, 4 toleration for: 


the most fearful human suf. 


‘fering that must affect | 
every Soviet calculation of| 
cisk-—-these are what “Op! 
server” shows us. So in one 
“way, his book is’ warmly, 


with the most elogant econ- |. not think, that they can ever. even lovingly humane; and, 


omy and the most enviable . 
eve for the telling detail. In ; 
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‘prevail against. “the Sys. 


tem." For them, he forecasts -., “ptern 3 and chilling. ° 
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‘in this other way, it is very, 
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